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March 17, 2021

Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas

Department of Homeland Security

3801 Nebraska Ave NW

Washington, DC 20016

Dear Secretary Mayorkas,

We are writing to you as police, sheriffs, prosecutors, and other criminal
justice professionals. In the interest of public safety, law enforcement needs
the trust of the communities we took an oath to protect and serve. In
order to earn this trust, we believe that the Department of Homeland
Security should end the programs that use local and state police officers and
sheriffs’ deputies to conduct federal immigration law enforcement.

As police, prosecutors, judges, and other criminal justice professionals, we
know from firsthand experience that protecting public safety means
rebuilding police-community trust. The police are only as strong as our
relationships with the public, because we prevent and solve crime based on
information from witnesses and victims. With community trust in police at a
historic low nationwide, this is one of the most urgent and important
barriers to public safety today.

One major factor destroying community trust is the fact that many local
police officers and sheriffs’ deputies are asked to enforce federal
immigration law. A report on Latino perceptions of police found that 44% of
Latinos hesitate to report crime to police for fear that police would
investigate the immigration status of their family or community members.

Local police need to prioritize local safety, rather than sacrificing community
safety to become pawns of federal immigration policy. We urge DHS to take
two important actions to rebuild trust in immigrant communities:
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287(g) program:

Under the 287(g) program, ICE signs agreements with local law
enforcement agencies requiring officers to serve as immigration agents.
These responsibilities, which include interviewing individuals about their
immigration status and searching them in DHS databases, are added on top
of their existing workload. There are close to 150 agreements with agencies
around the country.

This collaboration encourages crime in immigrant communities because
victims and witnesses refuse to report crime to the police to avoid
immigration status interviews, turning immigrants into targets of crime.

We believe that the 287(g) program needs to end immediately in order to
increase crime reporting and strengthen local law enforcement.

ICE Detainers:

ICE detainers are requests for local jails to hold specific individuals for an
additional 48 hours past their jail release date. These detainers allow ICE
agents more time to take the person into federal custody to deport them.

These place local law enforcement in a compromised position. Because
detainers request that deputies hold individuals beyond their release date
without a signed judicial warrant, deputies are left vulnerable to costly
damages lawsuits for constitutional violations. They also undermine
community trust and cooperation, because some people will not report
crime if low-level arrests are a pipeline to deportation.

To protect constitutional rights and community trust, we urge you to end
ICE detainers. We also encourage you to direct ICE field offices to protect
civil liberties in the notification process.

Respectfully,

Lt. Diane Goldstein (Ret.)
Redondo Beach Police Department, CA
Executive Director, Law Enforcement Action Partnership
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Emeryville Police Department, CA
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San Francisco Police Department,
CA

District Attorney Mark Gonzalez
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Deputy Chief Wayne Harris (Ret.)
Rochester Police Department, NY

Det. Justin Boardman (Fmr.)
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Department, UT

Chief RaShall M. Brackney
Charlottesville Police Department,
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Sheriff John Idleburg
Lake County, IL

District Attorney John Creuzot
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Los Angeles Police Department,
CA

Chief Robert J. Hoffman (Ret.)
Plainfield Police Department, CT

District Attorney Andrea
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Deputy Inspector Corey Pegues
(Ret.)
New York Police Department, NY

Lt. Joanne Naughton (Ret.)
New York Police Department, NY
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Department, CA
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District Attorney Satana Deberry
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Chief Brendan Cox (Ret.)
Albany Police Department, NY

Det. Sgt. J. Gary Nelson (Ret.)
Scottsdale Police Department, AZ

Allison Watson
Former Assistant District
Attorney
13th Judicial District of Tennessee

Captain Joe Balles (Ret.)
Madison Police Department, WI

District Attorney Jody Owens
Hinds County, MS

Corporal Tim Hitt (Fmr.)
Monroe Police Department, LA

Deputy Sheriff Alyshia Dyer
Washtenaw County Sheriff's
Department, MI

District Attorney Diana Becton
Contra Costa County, CA

Prosecuting Attorney Wesley Bell
St. Louis County, MO

Commonwealth’s Attorney Buta
Biberaj
Loudoun County, Virginia

District Attorney Chesa Boudin
San Francisco, CA
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Marshalltown Police Department,
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District Attorney Dave Clegg
Ulster County, New York

Dr. Michael Gilbert (Fmr.)
Former Corrections Officer
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Commonwealth’s Attorney Steve
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Houston Police Department, TX

District Attorney Michael
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Twentieth Judicial District, CO

State's Attorney Kim Foxx
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Former Assistant State's Attorney
Cook County, IL

District Attorney Eric Gonzalez
Kings County, NY
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Commonwealth’s Attorney Jim
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District Attorney John Hummel
Deschutes County, OR

Detective Debbie Ramsey (Ret.)
Baltimore Police Department, MD

Detective Matthew Bughman
Milwaukee Police Department, WI

District Attorney Melinda Katz
Queens County, NY

Det. Sgt. Ted Nelson (Ret.)
Michigan State Police

District Attorney Lawrence S.
Krasner
Philadelphia, PA

Miriam Aroni Krinsky
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney
Central District of California

Attorney General Patricia Madrid
(Fmr.)
State of New Mexico

Sheriff Garry McFadden
Mecklenburg County, NC

Chief Mark S. Ater, Jr.
Union City Police Department,
OH

Prosecuting Attorney Ryan Mears
Marion County, IN

District Attorney Brian Middleton
Fort Bend County, TX

State's Attorney Marilyn J. Mosby
Baltimore City, MD

Officer Brian Gaughan (Ret.)
Arlington Heights, IL

Commonwealth’s Attorney Joseph
Platania
City of Charlottesville, VA

Attorney General Karl A. Racine
District of Columbia

District Attorney Ira Reiner (Fmr.)
Los Angeles County, CA

District Attorney Rachael Rollins
Suffolk County, Massachusetts

District Attorney Jeff Rosen
Santa Clara County, California

District Attorney Marian T. Ryan
Middlesex County, MA

Sheriff's Deputy Carrie Roberts
(Fmr.)
Arapahoe County, CO

Prosecuting Attorney Eli Savit
Washtenaw County, Michigan

Prosecuting Attorney Carol A.
Siemon
Ingham County, Michigan
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Chief Norm Stamper (Fmr.)
Seattle Police Department, WA

Chief Ron Louie (Ret.)
Hillsboro Police Department, OR

District Attorney David E. Sullivan
Northwestern District, MA

District Attorney Matthew Van
Houten
Tompkins County, NY

Officer Jeff Kaufman (Fmr.)
New York Police Department, NY

District Attorney Cyrus R. Vance
New York County, NY

District Attorney Todd Williams
Buncombe County, NC

Officer Brian Chapman (Fmr.)
Dallas County Community
Supervision & Correction
Department, TX

Deputy District Attorney Jake Lilly
(Fmr.)
Colorado Fifth Judicial District

Assistant District Attorney Lucy
Lang (Fmr.)
Manhattan District Attorney's
Office, NY

Major Neill Franklin (Ret.)
Maryland State Police

Officer Evan Douglas
Metropolitan Police Department
Washington, DC

Officer Bryan Rose (Fmr.)
Irving Police Department, TX

District Attorney Mimi Rocah
Westchester County, NY

Sheriff Kristin R. Graziano
Charleston County, SC

District Attorney Mark Dupree
Wyandotte County, KS

Officer Ronald E. Hampton (Ret.)
Metropolitan Police Department
Washington, DC

Special Agent David Long
U.S. Department of Labor's Office
of Inspector General

Capt. Joseph Perez (Ret.)
Prince George's County Police
Department, MD

District Attorney Mike Schmidt
Multnomah County, OR

Capt. Leigh Maddox (Ret.)
Maryland State Police

Special Agent Ray Strack (Ret.)
Department of Homeland
Security, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement

Prosecuting Attorney Dan
Satterberg
King County, WA

Titus Peterson
Lead Felony Prosecutor (Fmr.)
Fifth Judicial District of Colorado

Captain Mike Harvey (Ret.)
Spotsylvania County Sheriff's
Office, VA

Commander David Myers (Ret.)
San Diego Sheriff's Department,
CA

Brandon Del Pozo
Police Chief (Fmr.)
Burlington Police Department, VT

Lt. Richard Goerling (Ret.)
Hillsboro Police Department, OR

Sgt. Leland Gilbert
Hillsboro Police Department, OR

Commander Marc Buslik (Ret.)
Chicago Police Department, IL

Jake Hudnut
Chief Municipal Prosecutor
Jersey City, NJ

Officer Shelley Fox-Loken (Ret.)
Probation/Parole Officer
State of Oregon

Prosecuting Attorney Justin F.
Kollar
Kaua‘i County, HI

Captain Sonia Pruitt (Ret.)
Montgomery County Police
Department, MD

District Attorney Gil Garcetti
(Fmr.)
Los Angeles County, CA

Chief Daniel Meloy (Ret.)
Colerain Township Police
Department, CO

Chief Mark Prosser (Ret.)
Storm Lake Police Department, IA
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